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Friday 3rd July 2026
Important Update Regarding Monday’s Start Time

Dear Families,

We do hope that this letter finds you well. We have been contacted by several parents/carers to
ask if we plan to allow a late start for children on Monday, following England’s World Cup last-16
tie with Mexico in the early hours of Monday 6™ July.

We have considered this matter carefully and recognise that many children may wish to stay up to
watch the match and share in what will be a memorable occasion. We also recognise that we have
a responsibility to promote and maintain high levels of attendance, that many children are not
interested in football, and that working families need our schools to accommodate children as
normal. We are very aware of the DfE’s hard line on school attendance and the position that we
have had to take regarding term-time holidays. To permit absence for this reason would be
hypocritical and would undermine the excellent work that we have done in promoting good
attendance over the past few years.

Balancing all these considerations, as a group of 8 headteachers, we have agreed the following:
- Our schools will be open at normal time on Monday morning. We will not be offering a
‘soft’ or ‘delayed’ start to our day
- Each of our schools will offer a ‘World Cup Early Birds Club’.

o This will mean that children can attend school at the same time that breakfast club
opens (at Windwhistle Primary this is 7.45am), and Mr Lox’s classroom will be
available for them to watch the game

o Please note that we will not be able to provide breakfast during the viewing, so
families will need to ensure that children have eaten before they arrive in
school

- Please note that we will not have the staff to provide any alternative activities during the
viewing, so children will be expected to come in, sit and watch a full game of football
without breaks (other than toilet breaks). If you think that your child would struggle to do
this, we would politely request that they do not attend and instead watch the highlights at
home before the start of the school day. Extended highlights, lasting approximately 8-
10mins, are available on BBC iPlayer.

- Our normal paid breakfast club will run as usual and will continue to include breakfast etc
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- Due to a variety of Term 6 events going on across our schools, we are expecting normal
school uniform on Monday

We hope that these arrangements present a common-sense approach and will allow children to
enjoy the game with friends, without the need for a disrupted night’s sleep or a compromise to
their schooling.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

Kind regards,

ELAN Headteachers

Roxanne Simpson Banwell & Locking Marie Berry Bournville
Jo Jaloszynski Mead Vale James Oakley Mendip Green
Katharine Jordan Milton Park Corinna Rundle-Crowe Oldmixon

Shelley Flanagan Wallliscote Heidi Hudd Windwhistle



